Social Psychology (PSYC 386, section 1) Paper Assignment for Fall, 2019

In brief: Your paper topic will be on how norms influence prosocial (or altruistic) behavior. You’ll read two sources from the three that I’ve selected (plus the textbook), pull two pieces of evidence from each source to support your thesis, and write a solid and well-supported argument paper.

There are three assigned sources. Choose two of them. (You are allowed to use them all, or even get more, but they have to be peer-reviewed articles.) Read them carefully to be sure you understand them. You’ll need to figure out what the papers are trying to say, and what their main discoveries were. Darley and Batson in particular will take some effort to understand.

You’re looking at the effects of norms on prosocial behavior. You need at least two important and relevant points about norms and behavior from each of your sources. The norms and connections may not be obvious; the authors may not even mention them. Use class notes and the textbook to help you consider what norms might be involved. Plan on thinking. 

At least one supporting point from each reading must be directly related to the experiments described in that paper. These points must be related to your thesis.

The textbook will also be a source, but you’ll use it for background: what are norms, what norms would influence prosocial behavior, why prosocial behavior should be sensitive to other people’s opinions, etc.

The sources: 

Darley, Teger, Lewis, 1973. Do Groups Always Inhibit Individuals’ Responses to Potential Emergencies? Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 1973, 26, No. 3, 395 – 399. You can find it in the PsycARTICLES database.

Darley and Batson, 1973. From Jerusalem to Jericho: A Study of Situational and Dispositional Variables in Helping Behavior. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 1973, 27, No. 1, 100 – 108. You can find it in the PsycARTICLES database.

Batson, Thompson, 2001. Why Don’t Moral People Act Morally? Motivational Considerations. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 10, No. 2, 54 – 57. You can find this one in the Academic Search Complete database.

(Notice that these are not given in proper APA format. Part of your assignment is doing things in proper APA.)

You may consult the Internet for help, but you must cite on-line resources appropriately. DO NOT CITE WIKIPEDIA. If you use Wikipedia, look up what they use for references, and read and use those references.

Don’t miss the class where I discuss how to use Wikipedia (date not set; I will announce it in class, and hopefully on Blackboard.)

Details

[bookmark: _GoBack]• The paper is short, but difficult. Use your resources—Grammarly, APA guides, tutors at the skills center, roommates, librarians, etc.

• How long? I don't count pages. I'm going to say about five to six pages long, not counting the reference and title pages. If you do a good job in four pages, great! If you need eight pages, that's good, too. If you do it in three, that's probably not enough detail, and twelve certainly means you're working too hard.

• I require just about full APA format—do not write an abstract. I do want page numbers, titles in three different places, proper headers, proper APA citations and references, and so on.

DO NOT rely on your word processor software to format for you. It makes mistakes, especially in citations and the reference list.

DO NOT use tabs and returns (“enter” key) to format your paper. Learn how to set headers, how to make separate headers for the title page and the rest of the document, and do page numbers. Hint: do internet searches for “headers,” “first page special,” and “page numbers.” Searches give better explanations than your actual help files. 

When I add comments to your paper, your pages will get all screwed up if you don’t use your word-processor correctly. 

• I DON’T want book reports. You’re not writing a paper about the articles. You’re writing a paper about your thesis, with support from the articles.

• I DON’T want quotes. Quotes should be used very rarely. Paraphrase (and cite)! You absolutely should not quote or paraphrase from internet resources!!!!

Review what paraphrasing is. Refer back to the paraphrase assignment if you want a refresher.

• I expect a solid, well-written 300-level college paper on the topic, integrating information from a variety of sources to support each of your points.

• You need to submit your paper via Blackboard, using Safe Assign. 

Safe Assign is not for catching plagiarism. You use it to find potential problems and fix them before you submit. You will find problems: your reference list will be an exact copy of everybody else’s, and many of your ideas will be similar to other students’. You will know what’s your own work and what’s borrowed. Reword things that SafeAssign calls suspicious and resubmit to SafeAssign until the originality number looks good. You can’t get it to zero. In a 5 page paper, you’re likely to have 15% or more overlap from references alone.

I will be grading you on the following:
1. Did you fulfill the assignment? Two references from two papers, used to support a thesis about the effects of norms on prosocial behavior?

2. Is the paper a 300-level paper? Arguments and logic clear, showing thought and understanding, no spelling or grammar problems, proper use of sources?

(NOTE: Morrisville subscribes to the Grammarly program, which may be a huge help for your writing. Check web for students?)

3. Did you properly use APA format? Is it perfect? Is the title page right? Headers? Proper format for citations? Reference list formatted properly?

4. Did you fix Safe Assign problems?

The paper is due by the beginning of class (3:15) on Monday, November 11th.  I will accept papers up to 3:15 on Wednesday, November 13th, but they will be late and will take a 1 point penalty (a letter grade).  Anything after that will only be accepted at my choice, and if accepted, will take a 2 point penalty.

You must submit your paper via Blackboard, so that I can see that you used SafeAssign. I’ll grade the last submission and ignore the earlier ones.

Use Word (.docx) if at all possible. It’s easy for me to read and edit.

Use Apache Open Offce Writer (.odt) if you can’t use Word. 
Open Office is a free download, works on Windows and Macs.

I don’t trust Google Docs, and won’t open a file using my Google account. I won’t count it as handed in, either. Save the file as .docx, .doc, .odt, .rtf or .pdf (see below) and submit the downloaded file.

I can read pdfs, but I can’t put comments in them. You’ll get a grade and not much explanation.

Apple Pages is my least preferred, and I can’t put comments in them.





